
 

 

                    

                                                                     

 

INTERNATIONAL PRISON NEWS DIGEST  
 

37th Edition – January – February 2017 
 
Welcome to the 37th edition of the International Prison News Digest, our selection of news 
items from around the world on prison and the use of imprisonment. The Digest is produced 
bi-monthly and this issue covers the period from 1 January to 28 February 2017.  
 
In this and future editions of the Digest, we are grouping news items regionally, rather than 
thematically. We aim in the Digest to cover all regions of the world and include new 
developments in policy and practice, as well as information from official and 
intergovernmental bodies. By clicking on the hyperlinks, you can access the news articles in 
their original form. 
 
Content is sourced solely from English language news stories. Readers wishing to notify us of 
important news items in other languages are welcome to send us articles with a short 
summary of key content and we will consider them for inclusion in the next edition. Please 
note that ICPR is not responsible for the accuracy of external content. 
 
Information on global prison systems can be found on World Prison Brief 
 

WORLD 
 

Around three million people are held in pre-trial detention and other forms of remand 
imprisonment throughout the world, according to the third edition of the World Pre-
trial/Remand Imprisonment List, published by the Institute for Criminal Policy 
Research. ICPR, 23 February 2017 
 
Highlighting the challenges presented by violent extremism and radicalization in prisons and 
the need to address them, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime has published a new manual 
that offers practical advice on managing violent extremist prisoners, disengaging them from 
violence and facilitating their social reintegration upon release. UN.org, 16 January 2017 
 

 

http://www.prisonstudies.org/
http://www.prisonstudies.org/news/icpr-publishes-third-edition-its-world-pre-trialremand-imprisonment-list
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=55977#.WL7MDG_yiUl


 
 

AFRICA 
 
Benin: Prisoners on death row are languishing in a cruel limbo after a court decision last 
year effectively abolished the death penalty, but failed to commute existing death 
sentences, said Amnesty International in a new report. Amnesty.org, 16 January 2017 
 
Burundi: Burundi has begun releasing a quarter of its jail population under a mass 
presidential pardon, but prisoners' rights groups have voiced concern they are just making 
room for more political prisoners. News 24, 23 January 2017 
 
Ethiopia: Oromia State has granted an amnesty to 10,000 prisoners who fulfilled the 
requirements and expressed regret at their wrongdoings. All Africa, 5 January 2017 

Kenya: An audit report into the country's criminal justice system shows a high number of 
poor people are being jailed compared to the rich, and that more than 75 per cent of 
prisoners are aged between 18 and 35, with a majority of them being petty offenders. 
Standard Media, 24 January 2017 
 
Liberia: Monrovia Central Prison has begun rejecting suspects committed by the court to 
the prison on the grounds that only those suspected of serious crimes would be accepted 
due to a shortage of space. Front Page Africa, 10 January 2017 
 
South Africa: Correctional Services National Commissioner Zach Modise has appealed to 
government security agencies to reduce overcrowding in the country’s correctional 
facilities. News 24, 18 January 2017 
 
South Africa: Sentenced prisoners at Pollsmoor prison in Cape Town will be transferred to 
correctional centres outside the city and province as part of a mammoth effort to reduce 
severe overcrowding. All Africa, 30 January 2017 
 
South Africa: The Minister of Justice and Correctional Services has introduced a Bill which 
seeks to stop the incarceration of accused persons who are mentally ill or intellectually 
disabled. All Africa, 10 February 2017 
 
Tunisia: The Justice Minister has sounded the alarm over the “catastrophic” conditions of 
prisoners in the country’s overcrowded prisons. The North Africa Post, 3 January 2017 
 
Uganda: Prisoners at Masaka Prison have protested the harsher court sentences imposed 
on them instead of the lesser penalties agreed upon under the new Plea Bargain justice 
system. All Africa, 14 February 2017 
 
Zimbabwe: A typhoid outbreak in Harare has reportedly hit Chikurubi Security Maximum 
and Harare Central prisons with an unconfirmed number of prisoners said to have died. New 
Zimbabwe, 17 January 2017 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/01/benin-death-row-prisoners-held-in-cruel-limbo/
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/burundi-frees-prisoners-but-rights-groups-cautious-20170123
http://allafrica.com/stories/201701050575.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2000231096/prisons-are-full-of-young-and-poor-petty-offenders-report-indicates
http://www.frontpageafricaonline.com/index.php/news/3001-congested-monrovia-central-prison-rejects-new-inmates
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/prison-boss-makes-appeal-to-reduce-overcrowding-in-jails-20170118
http://allafrica.com/stories/201701300377.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201702100249.html
http://northafricapost.com/15795-tunisian-prisons-overpopulated-justice-minister.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201702140395.html
http://www.newzimbabwe.com/news-34257-Typhoid+outbreak+spreads+to+prisons/news.aspx
http://www.newzimbabwe.com/news-34257-Typhoid+outbreak+spreads+to+prisons/news.aspx


 
 

AMERICAS 
 
Brazil: A riot in an overcrowded prison in northern Brazil has left at least 56 prisoners dead, 
many of them decapitated. BBC News, 2 January 2017 
 
Brazil: In the last two years the federal government has reduced by 85% the funding 
transferred to States for the construction of new prison facilities as well as reducing the 
resources available for restructuring and modernizing existing facilities. Folha de S.Paulo, 4 
January 2017 
 

Brazil: Four days after one of the bloodiest prison riots Brazil has witnessed, another prison 
riot in Brazil’s Amazon region has left at least 33 prisoners dead. Rio Times, 6 January 2017 
 
Brazil: Four prisoners were killed in a new prison riot in Amazonas, northern Brazil - the 
third such riot in the country since January 1st. Plus 55, 8 January 2017 
 
Brazil: Twenty-six prisoners were killed in eruptions of violence inside two prisons in 
northern Brazil. The Telegraph, 16 January 2017 
 
Brazil: Brazil’s Supreme Court ruled Thursday that prisoners in the country’s heavily 
overcrowded prisons are entitled to compensation from the state, after an ex-prisoner 
brought his case to the court. Telesur, 18 February 2017 
 
Canada: Giving clean drug-injection needles to prisoners to stem the spread of infectious 
disease would make federal penitentiaries more dangerous places, senior correctional 
officials say. Thestar.com, 17 January 2017 
 
Canada: Teaching prisoners to build office chairs and sew isn't preparing those incarcerated 
in federal institutions for the modern job market, says Canada's prison watchdog. CBC 
News, 27 January 2017 
 
Colombia: Colombia’s Ombudsman has called for the closure of some of the nation’s prisons 
due to extreme overcrowding and a chronic humanitarian crisis that is unfolding. Colombia 
Reports, 28 February 2017 
 
Guyana: Guyana has tapped into a US$8 million loan from the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) to help reduce prison overcrowding and speed up the delivery of justice. 
Demerara Waves, 22 February 2017 
 
Haiti: Overcrowding, malnutrition and infectious diseases that flourish in prisons have led to 
an upsurge of prisoner deaths. The Grand Island Independent, 20 February 2017  
 
Haiti: Haiti has announced a new government commission to examine the country’s prisons 
and other overcrowded lockups and make recommendations to improve the desperate 
conditions for prisoners. The Washington Post, 24 February 2017 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-38487722
http://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2017/01/1846895-brazilian-government-reduces-prison-funding-by-85.shtml
http://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2017/01/1846895-brazilian-government-reduces-prison-funding-by-85.shtml
http://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/rio-politics/another-prison-riot-in-brazil-leaves-33-inmates-dead/
http://plus55.com/brazil-culture/news/2017/01/prison-riot-4-inmates-dead
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/01/15/new-brazilian-prison-riots-leave-least-10-dead-reports/
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Brazil-Court-Rules-to-Compensate-Prisoner-for-Overcrowding-20170218-0007.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2017/01/17/providing-clean-needles-for-inmates-too-risky-canadian-prison-officials-say.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/prison-training-workforce-rehabilitation-inmates-1.3953592
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/prison-training-workforce-rehabilitation-inmates-1.3953592
http://colombiareports.com/colombias-prison-crisis-escalating-ombudsman-calls-closures/
http://colombiareports.com/colombias-prison-crisis-escalating-ombudsman-calls-closures/
http://demerarawaves.com/2017/02/22/guyana-gets-funds-to-help-reduce-prison-overcrowding-boost-agriculture-improve-business-environment-improve-health/
http://www.theindependent.com/news/world/ap-exclusive-malnutrition-killing-inmates-in-haiti-jails/article_9ae60b30-9425-5f19-bf11-29ee9d121c9b.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/haiti-govt-creates-commission-to-probe-prison-conditions/2017/02/24/2ce35bde-fb09-11e6-aa1e-5f735ee31334_story.html?utm_term=.f4035df256fd


 
 
Jamaica: The Justice Minister is moving to have justice centres established in each parish to 
provide training for justices of the peace (JPs) in the areas of restorative justice, mediation 
and child diversion. Jamaica Observer, 6 January 2017 
 
Jamaica: The National Security Ministry has announced that all correctional officers and 
recruits are to be polygraphed as part of new measures aimed at cutting the smuggling of 
cell phones and other contraband into correctional facilities. Jamaica Gleaner, 28 February 
2017 
 
United States: The US imprisonment rate has been declining for almost a decade, yet the 
number of women in prison at the end of 2015 is virtually identical to what it was when the 
de-incarceration trend began. The Washington Post, 24 January 2017 
 
United States: The number of US prisoners serving life sentences has more than quadrupled 
over the past three decades, and those eligible for parole are waiting longer to be released. 
The Baltimore Sun, 31 January 2017 
 
Venezuela: Venezuela’s prisons, which are rife with violence, weapons, drugs and 
criminality, have been placed under a new, tightly regulated regime, says the nation’s leftist 
government. Latin America Herald Tribune, 17 February 2017 
 

ASIA 
 
Cambodia: More than 1,000 people have been arrested in the first dozen days of 
the government’s drug crackdown, in what critics have labelled a heavy-handed campaign 
that could have unintended consequences. The Phnom Penh Post, 13 January 2017 
 
Cambodia: Cambodia's already swollen prison population leapt by more than 20 percent 
last year, according to the Ministry of Interior’s annual report. The Phnom Penh Post, 23 
February 2017 
 
Japan: Justice Minister Katsutoshi Kaneda has consulted an advisory panel about the 
possibility of lowering the age of criminal adulthood from 20 to 18. Japan Times, 10 
February 2017 
 
Myanmar: Myanmar is expanding its prison capacity in an effort to relieve chronic 
overcrowding pressures. Myanmar Times, 2 February 2017 
 
Nepal: At least 11 prisoners died within the first 5 months of the fiscal year due to a lack of 
proper medical treatment and government hospitals failing to provide free treatment for 
prisoners. The Kathmandu Post, 13 January 2017 
 
Nepal: A parliamentary panel is close to finalizing a bill on sentencing, which envisions an 
open jail system for the first time in the country. My Republica, 19 January 2017 
 

http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Justice-centres-to-be-established
http://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20170228/correctional-officers-recruits-be-polygraphed-prison-corruption-clampdown
http://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/news/20170228/correctional-officers-recruits-be-polygraphed-prison-corruption-clampdown
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/01/24/white-women-are-going-to-prison-at-a-higher-rate-than-ever-before/?utm_term=.769a36d14c85
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/crime/bs-md-sentencing-report-20170131-story.html
http://www.laht.com/article.asp?ArticleId=2431396&CategoryId=10717
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/drug-campaign-nets-1000
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/prison-numbers-jump-20-percent
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/prison-numbers-jump-20-percent
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/02/10/national/crime-legal/justice-minister-consults-panel-lower-age-criminal-adulthood/#.WL7R9m-LSUm
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/02/10/national/crime-legal/justice-minister-consults-panel-lower-age-criminal-adulthood/#.WL7R9m-LSUm
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/24789-three-prisons-to-double-their-inmate-capacity.html
http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/news/2017-01-13/11-prisoners-die-within-5-months-this-year-due-to-lack-of-treatment.html
http://www.myrepublica.com/news/13331


Philippines: A law proposing children as young as nine be jailed for crimes is “wrong from 
every angle”, the head of the United Nations children’s agency in the Philippines has 
warned. The Guardian, 13 February 2017 
 
Singapore: The number of former prisoners who break the law again within two years of 
their release has remained low and stable, the Singapore Prison Service (SPS) has said. 
Channel News Asia, 14 February 2017 
 
Taiwan: Taiwan’s first renewable energy prison is set to begin generating power this year, 
with an estimated capacity of one million kilowatt-hours (kWh) per year. Taipei Times, 8 
February 2017 
 
Thailand: Thailand’s prisons fail to meet international standards, with prisoners routinely 
shackled, stuffed into overcrowded cells and forced to work in harsh conditions, according 
to an international human rights group. Salon.com, 28 February 2017 
 

EUROPE 
 
Belgium: Figures communicated by the boards of management of the Flemish and French-
speaking remand prisons indicate that in 2016, a total of 5,600 individuals had an electronic 
tagging bracelet, down from over 6,000 in 2015. The Brussels Times, 10 January 2017 
 
Belgium: The federal government is investing billions of euros in building new prisons but 
there is a lack of financial investment in the rehabilitation of prisoners and detention 
conditions do not meet international recommendations. The Brussels Times, 18 January 
2017 
 
Cyprus: The justice ministry has announced that two bills have been prepared to amend 
existing legislation so as to provide discretion to the court to sentence persons who owe 
small amounts of money to community work instead of jail. Cyprus Mail, 14 January 2017 
 
Czech Republic: Only two types of prisons, with usual and maximum security, will be in the 
Czech Republic under the amendment to the criminal code and the law on serving the 
prison sentence passed by the Senate, which will abolish the existing four types of prisons. 
Prague Daily Monitor, 19 January 2017 
 
Finland: The proportion of foreign prisoners in Finnish prisons has increased by 56 percent 
in the past decade. YLE, 23 February 2017 
 
Ireland: Life sentence prisoners released in 2016 served an average 22 years in custody, an 
increase of four-and-a-half years on 2015. The Irish Times, 30 January 2017  
 
Netherlands: Electronic tagging is being increasingly used as a punishment in the 
Netherlands, particular for people convicted of robbery and drug-related crime. Dutch 
News, 4 January 2017 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/13/philippine-bid-to-jail-nine-year-olds-is-a-great-child-violation-unicef-says
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/number-of-repeat-offenders-remains-low-and-stable-prison-service/3515642.html
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/lang/archives/2017/02/08/2003664533
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/lang/archives/2017/02/08/2003664533
http://www.salon.com/2017/02/28/rights-group-says-thai-prisons-fall-short-of-world-standards/
http://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/7325/number-of-people-subject-to-electronic-tagging-down-in-2016
http://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/7371/no-improvement-in-prison-detention-conditions-despite-international-condemnation
http://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/7371/no-improvement-in-prison-detention-conditions-despite-international-condemnation
http://cyprus-mail.com/2017/01/14/new-bill-allow-small-debtors-pay-community-service/
http://praguemonitor.com/2017/01/20/czechs-have-two-types-prisons
http://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/rise_in_foreign_inmates_increases_need_for_digital_leap_in_prisons/9475520
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/life-sentence-prisoners-served-22-years-average-in-prison-1.2956681
http://www.dutchnews.nl/news/archives/2017/01/electronic-tagging-more-popular-orders-double-in-five-years/
http://www.dutchnews.nl/news/archives/2017/01/electronic-tagging-more-popular-orders-double-in-five-years/


Russia: Russia has ordered a prisoner to pay his own medical costs after he went on hunger 
strike over jail conditions, a move that could curb protests against poor treatment of 
convicts. The Journal, 13 February 2017 
 
Turkey: Overpopulation in Turkish prisons in the aftermath of the July 15, 2016 coup 
attempt has led the Turkish Justice Ministry to introduce new regulations that would 
improve prison conditions for prisoners serving less than 10 years in prison. Hurriyet Daily 
News, 23 February 2017 
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
England and Wales: A British triple-killer has lost a challenge at the European Court of 
Human Rights against his whole-life prison term. BBC News, 17 January 2017 
 
England and Wales: A record number of people killed themselves in prisons in England and 
Wales in 2016, official figures show. Independent, 26 January 2017 

 
England and Wales: The government’s chief inspector of prisons has delivered a damning 
assessment of the state of the jail system and laid half the blame at the highest level. 
Politics Home, 31 January 2017 
 
England and Wales: Prisons are holding child prisoners in solitary confinement in an alleged 
breach of UN torture rules and British law, The Independent has found. The Independent, 21 
February 2017 
 
England and Wales: Prison governors are to be held to account for getting offenders off 
drugs, into jobs and learning English and maths. The Guardian, 23 February 2017 
 
Jersey: Giving Jersey prisoners the right to vote is 'the right thing to do', according to the 
head of Jersey's Probation Service. ITV.com, 18 January 2017 
 
Northern Ireland: The number of deaths in the prison system doubled in the past year, from 
3 in 2015 to 6 in 2016. The Irish News, 4 January 2017 
 
Northern Ireland: Nearly 80 prison officers were attacked in Northern Ireland during the 
past year, new figures have revealed. Belfast Telegraph, 10 January 2017 
 
Scotland: A new law to stop prisoners waiting days for support on leaving jail has only been 
used just once in the year since its launch. STV News, 4 February 2017 
 
Scotland: Scotland’s worst criminals would die in jail under plans for whole-life sentences to 
be examined by MSPs. Herald Scotland, 23 February 2017 
 

OCEANIA 

 

http://www.thejournal.ie/russia-hunger-strike-3238339-Feb2017/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?PageID=238&NID=110097&NewsCatID=509
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?PageID=238&NID=110097&NewsCatID=509
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-38654849
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/prison-inmates-kill-themselves-england-wales-2016-record-number-suicide-jail-conditions-treatment-a7546831.html
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/home-affairs/prisons/news/82921/prisons-watchdog-blames-%E2%80%98failure-leadership%E2%80%99-dire-state
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-prisons-child-inmates-solitary-confinement-un-torture-rules-young-offenders-institutes-break-jail-a7591781.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-prisons-child-inmates-solitary-confinement-un-torture-rules-young-offenders-institutes-break-jail-a7591781.html
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/feb/23/prisons-governors-control-rehabilitation-legislation
http://www.itv.com/news/channel/update/2017-01-18/head-of-jerseys-probation-service-giving-prisoners-the-right-to-vote-is-the-right-thing-to-do/
http://www.irishnews.com/news/2017/01/04/news/northern-ireland-prison-system-fatalities-double-in-a-year-862983/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/almost-80-northern-ireland-prison-officers-assaulted-in-a-year-figures-reveal-35354079.html
https://stv.tv/news/politics/1379858-new-law-to-help-reintegrate-prisoners-used-once-in-a-year/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15114286.Worst_offenders_could_die_in_jail_under_plans_for_whole_life_sentences_to_be_examined_by_MSPs/


Australia: Thousands of Victorians could avoid prison terms under a major state 
government campaign to reduce reoffending rates, and improve the rehabilitation of 
offenders. The Age, 16 January 2017 
 
Australia: The number of assaults in overcrowded New South Wales prisons has soared by 
37 per cent in the past two years, as the prison population reaches a record high. The 
Sydney Morning Herald, 30 January 2017 
 
Australia: Courts across Australia are facing a growing backlog of criminal cases, with 
hundreds taking longer than a year to process. The Guardian, 30 January 2017 
 
Australia: Independent inspections at youth prisons or immigration detention centres will 
be permitted after the Turnbull government pledged to ratify a United Nations treaty in a 
bid to stamp out torture. The Sydney Morning Herald, 9 February 2017 
 
Australia: Some Aboriginal people are being kept in custody for longer than required 
because of a lack of interpreters in South Australia, lawyers representing Indigenous people 
claim. ABC News, 28 February 2017 
 
New Zealand: An increase in prisoner numbers is being given as a reason for the Mount 
Eden Correctional Facility having the highest rates of attempted suicides and self harm 
incidents in the country's jails. Newstalk ZB, 18 January 2017 
 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/major-corrections-shakeup-aims-to-cut-reoffending-rates-20170113-gtqvu1.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/record-nsw-prison-population-rising-assault-rate-show-a-system-in-a-crisis-20170127-gtzzsg.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/record-nsw-prison-population-rising-assault-rate-show-a-system-in-a-crisis-20170127-gtzzsg.html
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/jan/31/courts-around-australia-face-huge-backlog-of-criminal-cases-report-finds
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/unrestricted-access-australia-to-allow-un-inspection-of-prisons-and-detention-centres-to-stamp-out-torture-20170209-gu996s.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-01/lack-of-indigenous-nterpreters-keeping-aboriginal-people-prison/8313176
http://www.newstalkzb.co.nz/news/national/mount-eden-prison-has-highest-attempted-suicide-rates/

